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STATE COMPLETES REMOVAL OF HUGE ILLEGAL TIRE DUMP 

HONOLULU  – The Hawaii State Department of Health (DOH) through its contractor, Unitek Solvent

Services, Inc. (Unitek), has completed the removal of a huge illegal tire dump at Lualualei Homestead

Road in Waianae. Total contract cost for the project amounted to $1,269,779. DOH will now pursue the

landow ners of th e form er illegal tire site in an  attem pt to recov er the co st of rem oval. 

Approximately 6,628 tons of solid waste material comprised mostly of shredded and partially burned tires 

were removed. Of this amount, 5,014 tons were processed into tire-derived fuel (TDF) and sold to AES 

Hawa ii, Inc. for local po wer gen eration. An other 1,5 86 tons  of unus able wire a nd residu e from  the was te

tires were  delivered to  the W aima nalo Gu lch landfill. 

The waste tires were initially brought to the Waianae site around 1994, and processed by a company

form erly know n as Indu strial Tec hnology (IT ). IT oper ated the tire  recycling fa cility without a solid w aste

perm it from D OH. A mon g DO H’s con cerns w as that the  site did not c ontain the  neces sary prec autions to

preven t possible f ire hazard s. The n on or a bout De cem ber 3, 19 97, a pile of s hredde d tires on th e site

caugh t fire and ca used th e evacu ation of se veral nea rby hom es. 

IT filed for bankruptcy in August 1996 under Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code. The case was converted

to a Chapter 7 proceeding in July 1997. On March 1998, the U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Hawaii District

granted  the IT trus tees m otion to aba ndon the  property. 

On December 23, 2002, DOH issued a Request for Proposals for the removal of tires from the site, and 

through  the bid pro cess a warded  the projec t to Unitek  Solvent S ervices, In c. 

DOH  officials urg e the pub lic to dispos e of use d tires prop erly to avoid the  health thre ats ass ociated w ith

illegal dumping. Old tires should be taken to tire retail stores. State law requires tire retailers to accept

your old tire in ex chang e for new  tires purch ased. T he final co st of the ne w tire include s the co st to

dispose your old tire, regardless of whether or not you turn in your old tire. The cost to dispose your old tire

is not subject to reduction or refund. Also, tire retailers and wholesalers are required by law to deliver the

used tires  to authorize d mo tor vehicle tire r ecyclers. 
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